
An introduction message from Richard Walker:

A number of years ago, on one of our visits home to the USA from our evangelistic work in Europe,
my wife, our children, and I stayed for a few days with my brother and his wife, who live in Arlington,
Texas.

While we were in their home, I fell to reading their family Bible.  I was impressed with that particular
Bible, not only because of its large print, but also because of its excellent set of references in two center
columns on every page.

My brother and his wife, George and Gladys Walker, kindly insisted that I take their family Bible,
which I had come to admire, back to Germany with me.  So I carried it with us in our luggage in spite
of the fact that it was large and heavy.

I am referring to the “Blue Ribbon Bible” published by Hertel Bible Publishers of Wichita, Kansas
67201 USA, the references in which obviously were prepared by a person (or persons) fully familiar
with the contents and the spirit of the Bible.

In Berlin, Germany I spent many hours reading the Blue Ribbon Bible and looking up the center-
column references.   What  I  became aware of,  in a  more powerful  way than ever  before,  was the
continuity between the Old Testament and the New Testament.  Also, I found evidence that the New
Testament generally upgrades the ideas of the Old Testament.  These insights set me on a course of
study that has occupied and fascinated me for many years. I have enjoyed tracing how the ideas (or
themes)  of  the  Old  Testament  are  taken  up,  elevated,  and  expanded  by  the  writers  of  the  New
Testament.

After a time, my conscience began to bother me that I had carried off my brother’s family Bible.  So I
carried it back across the ocean and returned it to its proper place on a lovely table in my brother and
his wife’s living room.  Then I bought a Blue Ribbon Bible of my own and carried it back to Europe
with me.

During  the  writing  of  this  present  set  of  studies,  entitled  “New Testament  Updates  on  some  Old
Testament Themes,” it has become clear to me that Jesus is the one who set the new direction for the
New  Testament.   He  elevated  Old  Testament  teaching  to  a  newer  and  higher  level.  Other  New
Testament writers merely followed Jesus’ lead and, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, traced out in
greater detail what Jesus had already introduced.

I hope that the pursuit of this line of thought will be as interesting and as helpful to others as it has been
to me.

- Richard Walker
2004


